Westfield Parish Council


Minutes of the Environment and Development Committee Meeting held at the Oval Office, St Peters Business Park,  Westfield on 
Monday 8th December 2014 commencing at 7pm
Present:
Cllrs B Wallbridge (Chair), A Butcher,  D Cooper, and G Fuller.
Absent:
Cllrs Appleyard, Clarke and Wilkinson.
Attending:
Mrs L Welch  (Parish Clerk).
Comments from the public

14/04450/FUL The Shambles, Wells Road – Demolition of existing buildings to facilitate the erection of a new residential and commercial development comprising of 3no dwellings, 6 no flats and 2no  commercial units with associated works – Two representatives of Dave Fishlock Properties Ltd and Point Cloud Consultants attended to talk in support of the above application.  The properties were currently vacant.  A feasibility study revealed a very poor state of repair with rising damp and a number of water problems which had caused large scale deterioration of the buildings.  As a result the best option was to demolish and replace.  Mindful of the fact that this was in a Conservation Area, the company had taken design clues from other buildings and had designed a larger building close to the Radco, with smaller buildings going up the hill.  There was parking on site.
The Chairman thanked them for the information and the application would be considered later in the meeting.

119.

Apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence.
120.
Declarations of Interest and dispensations
There were no declarations of interest.

121. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 12th November 2014 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

122. Planning Applications for consideration

Cllr Butcher arrived at 7.05pm.

122.1
There were no objections to the planning application below, providing adjacent residents were satisfied.
	14/04980/FUL
	Erection of a single storey rear extension
	3 Wellsway


122.2 14/04450/FUL The Shambles, Wells Road – Demolition of existing buildings to facilitate the erection of a new residential and commercial development comprising of 3no dwellings, 6 no flats and 2no  commercial units with associated works – The Committee discussed the priority for employment in this area and the importance of retaining buildings in keeping with the town.  Whilst it was against demolition in principle, the Committee discussed the lateral water penetration especially on the floor joists, which meant that it would be extremely expensive to  renovate.  The fact that the company was looking to recycle and re-use the stone and roof tiles in the new building was discussed.  Whilst a purely commercial building in the centre of Radstock was preferable, the Committee questioned whether this would be a viable for a developer.  Reservations relating to the lack of parking spaces for the dwellings and flats were raised.  Finally the fact that this building is currently a derelict eyesore was discussed.
Resolved:  to recommend to BANES that (1) the application is determined by the Development Control Committee since it is a significant development; (2) the Parish Council does not object providing that its reservations relating to parking be addressed and the existing stones and tiles be re-used on the building to keep it within the character of the area.
122.3 14/04032/RES Parcel 5400 Fosseway South Approval of Reserved Matters with regard to outline application 13/00127/OUT for up to 165 residential dwellings and 2 points of access and public open space 
Resolved:  that the Parish Council makes the point that Westfield will bear the brunt of this development and an investment in the infrastructure of the parish should be made.

122.4 14/05161/FUL 42 Hazel Grove, Conversion of garage to living space:

Resolved:  that the Parish Council objects on the grounds that the removal of garage space will result in more cars on the roads and create a precedence in this area.
122.5 14/05168/VAR Variation of Condition 4 attached to Planning Permission 13/05256/FUL (provision of new building to accommodate Post 16 teaching area)

Resolved: that the Parish Council objects to the variation on the grounds of road safety and nuisance to the neighbouring houses,  in that the numbers of students has already increased massively to 195 and any further increases are not sustainable.  Furthermore there is plenty of space within the school grounds to create adequate parking space and this should be addressed before numbers are allowed to increase further.

122.6 Proposed dwelling at Hazeldene, Hazel Grove ref 14/03849/OUT and 14/04120/FUL – it was noted that the applications had been referred to the BANES Development Control Committee on 10th December.

122.7 Planning Application 14/04003/OUT Development Proposals at St Peters Park – Correspondence from C Norris of Alderking regarding the Landscape Proposals Plan was noted.

123. Planning Decisions
The Planning Decisions were noted.
124. Placemaking Plan, invitation to comment from BANES
The Committee noted the consultation.  The next meeting with Julie O Rourke was on 5th January,  immediately following the Parish Council meeting.
125.
It’s Your Neighbourhood
The Committee was encouraged with the response from Fosse Way School relating to its work for It’s Your Neighbourhood at Fosseway Gardens.
126. Specification for the Flowers in Public Places Contract
A meeting had been held on site to arrange the installation of a tap and automatic watering system next to the hanging basket trees.  The quotes were awaited.
127. Noticeboards
Final quotes were awaited for the noticeboards and would be brought to the next meeting.
128. Hard Standing at the time capsule
The Committee received the feedback from Cllr Appleyard relating to the Ward Councillors Initiative Funding in the amount of £1,100 for the hard standing.
Resolved:
To go out for quotes for the hard standing for a 1 meter wide path in concrete or block paving with a 1 meter radius around the time capsule.
129. Somerset Council Bus Consultation
The Committee received a consultation on reduction in service of the 776 and 424.

Resolved:
that the Parish Council objects to the loss of bus service which is invaluable to the older community to gain access to the shops and requests that the service is maintained.
130. 20mph speed limit in Westfield
The Committee discussed the fact that the signs were going up in Westfield for 20mph, despite the fact that the Parish Council had objected to BANES funding being spent on this when it could be better spent on other means of traffic calming.  The feasibility of creating the Parish’s own bye laws in this respect was discussed along with the speeding problems generally throughout Westfield and the fact that a proportion of residents welcomed the 20mph speed limit.
Resolved:
not to take the suggestion of a bye law any further.
131. Items for the next agenda
There were no items.
It was agreed to exclude the press and public on the grounds that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.
132. Land at Westhill Club
Resolved:
that a meeting be arranged with Westhill Club to try to allay concerns and follow the solicitors advice so that all parties might be protected.
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.

Signed ……………………………………   Dated ………………………………


